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YSARC WEB SITE GETS NEW LOOK! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sept 25  (9a-Noon) -  Transmitter Hunt (T-Hunt)                               
                  SAT.       Bring your handheld FM HT’s, any
                                directional antennas, etc and meet
                                at Sam Brannon Park in Yuba City
                                this Saturday at 9am.

Oct. 6   (6 - 8pm) - YSARC Dinner and Meeting
                WED.      Join us for dinner at 2 Bit Cafe 
                               1272 Colusa Blvd. Yuba City at 6pm

CLUB ACTIVITIES
   Monday Night Net - (7 PM) - Weekly net w/swap shop
                                                 (146.085 +  PL 127.3)   
   Monday Night Net - (8 PM) - Butte Co. ARES Net
                                                 (146.850 -   PL 110.0)
   Tuesday Night Net - (7 PM) - YSARC ARES Net
                                                 (146.085 +  PL 127.3)
   2nd Wednesday     - (7 PM) - ARRL Sac Valley Net

Monthly activities
 

 1st  Wednesday: Club Meeting
 3rd Wednesday: Board Meeting

 (Check the minutes for details on
    the Club and Board Meetings)
      ______________________
All newsletter submissions are due on 
or before the 4th Wednesday of the 
month

  The web site of the Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club 
just went through a major update. For several years, 
the webmasters have struggled with maintaining and 
updating the site.  At the last board meeting, Russell, 
KB6YAF, volunteered to take a stab at the club 
website. After several days of a steep learning curve, 
he has completely changed the look of the website. 

I know for some, ‘change’ 
doesn’t come easy, but I 
hope to provide a website 
that will be informational 
and well as entertaining.

Because no web s i te i s 
completely finished, it will 
be changing from time to 
time to accommodate photo 
updates as well as dates, 
places and times of all our 
club activities.  A part of the 
web site that is on the 
‘drawing board’ is a “YSARC 
History  Page” containing 
past photos, stories, and 
information about our club.

The primary objective of 
the YSARC web site is to 
promote our club’s activities, 
our members, and of course 
“all things Ham Radio”.

If you have any old club 
photos , a r t i c l e s , o r 
something for site, please 
contact Russell, KB6YAF



 

YSARC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

YSARC Board Meeting - Oct 20, 2010 at Claraʼs, N6VRH

Present: Russell, KB6YAF; Herb, W6HBU; Lonnie, KI6ZYY; Paul, N6XVL; Clara, N6VRH; Barry, KE6LW

Guests: Ramona Traub; Bob McClard, N6BOB

Meeting started at 7:02pm

Minutes read by Russell, KB6YAF.  Amended by Barry to read ʻ2 Bitsʼ instead of ʻ2 Bitʼ.  M/S/P

Treasurerʼs Report by Clara - passed M/S/P

Old Business

1. Veteranʼs Parade ....Paul says 9 people have signed up but could use more.  Breakfast 8am at the Elks
2. Mobile Field Str. Test- Sat Nov 20 - 9am - 2 possible locations:  Fairgrounds or Kohlʼs in Yuba City
3. Special Events Station -  Suggestions:  “Bok Kai” SE during parade; Gauche Park SE; Beckwourth SE at 

4 trees.
4. November Annual Meeting Ballots, etc    approved to go to publish and announcement to the net
5. YSARC Store Order:  Will be made soon.  Russ and Herb will put an order together as soon as they can 

get an itemized list.

New Business

1. Christmas Party at 2 Bits - Turkey/Ham - details to be worked out.  Suggested Price per person 
2. Board Meeting at Barryʼs, KE6LW on 11/17/10
3. Club Meeting at 2 Bit Nov 3, 2010 @ 6pm 900MHz presentation by Tim, KI6SSF
4. Hamfest Money Donation ($187)  donation to “Bridges to Housing” 
5. CW on FM - 146.460 Simplex.  Times: TBA 
6. Honorary Membership for service to the club - Herb Puckett, W6HBU
7. YSARCWebsite:  Russell, KB6YAF volunteered to design a new website and bring it up-to-date ASAP.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:40pm by Russell, KB6YAF



CLARA’S CALCULATIONS
Checking Balance as of June 16, 2010                                                                                $2,895.06

Deposits 
7/21   Returned from Field Day Expense                                                                                    16.45
7/21   VE Session                                                                                                                          45.00   
7/21   Dues:   Shari, K6AVW                                                                                                      45.00  
9/23  Donations                                                                                                                           36.00
10/1  Dues:    Ginny, KI6COL & Andy, KJ6IYM                                                                    40.00
10/4  VE Testing: $30                               
         Hamfest Sales: $15
         Hamfest Monies for Donation: $187
         Drawing Monies: $117
         Misc. Donations: $90                                                                                                       439.00

         Total Receipts Deposited                                                                                                  621.45
         Sub Total  (Balance + Deposits)                                                                                        3516.51

Bills

1233     Russell, KB6YAF:  Field Day Dinner Supplies                                                            100.00
1234    ARRL VEC:                                                                                                                       27.00  
1235    Staples Store:   Drawing tickets                                                                                         14.14
1236    ARRL VEC :                                                                                                                      36.00

         Total Bills:                                                                                                                            177.14
         Sub Total:  (less bill total)                                                                                                  3339.37

Special Funds

        Repeater Fund:      520.30
        Drawing Money:    212.30
        VE:                         166.30
        Memorial Fund:      65.00

Special Funds Total:                                                                                                                    964.00

Club Balance: (less Special Funds)                                                                                             2375.37

Submitted by Clara, N6VRH



Yummy Stuff - Recipes from our Members

  Corn Casserole
 Ingredients

• 1 (15 1/4-ounce) can whole kernel corn, drained
• 1 (14 3/4-ounce) can cream-style corn
• 1 (8-ounce) package corn muffin mix    (recommended brand: Marie Callender’s)
• 1 cup sour cream
• 1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, melted

Directions

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

In a large bowl, stir together the 2 cans of corn, corn muffin mix, sour cream, and melted butter. Pour 
into a greased 9 by 13-inch shallow casserole dish.   Bake for 45 minutes, or until golden brown. 
Remove from oven.  Let stand for at least 5 minutes and then serve warm.

YSARC Club Store
The YSARC Club Store is stocking coax, connectors, adapters, Anderson Power Poles, and misc. 
electronic components for its members.  Prices will be set to replace the item and not for profit.

The store is a service for YSARC  “Members Only”  Sometimes you get into a ham related project and 
find that you are in need of some parts, etc. and would like to have them NOW.  We’ve all been there.  
Now, the YSARC is starting to stock commonly used items.  If you are a member and need to access 
the Club Store, please contact Barry, KE6LW at ke6lw@comcast.net or Lee, KC6MCI at 
leesheffield@comcast.net

THE  NOVEMBER  YSARC  DINNER  &  ANNUAL  MEETING
This is a very special meeting for the club.  This is our “Annual Meeting” where the 
members vote for the Officers and Board Members for the 2011 year.  So...here is the info:

What:    The YSARC Dinner  and  Annual Meeting
Where:  The 2 Bit Cafe - 1272 Colusa Blvd (across the street south from the Yuba
               City Mall - They are opening up just for our group!!
When:   Wednesday,  November  3rd   at 6:00 - 8:00pm
                   We wi! have a drawing for several door prizes, plus a program presentation by Tim, 
                   KI6SSF on the 900MHz Ham Band.  If you’re a member, don’t forget to vote!!

mailto:ke6lw@comcast.net
mailto:ke6lw@comcast.net
mailto:leesheffield@comcast.net
mailto:leesheffield@comcast.net
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    “Change” has been the buzz word in the ham 
shack of KB6YAF.  That word sometimes conjures 
up a little fear, anticipation, and removing a person 
way outside their comfortable little “box”.  I think 
most of those words and phrases have described me 
in the last week or so.  As always, I opened my big 
mouth at the board meeting and said that I would be 
happy to volunteer to update the club web site from 
where it currently was to that of how it looks now.  
This is all after I was feeling a little over confident of 
designing a web page myself promoting my 
photography.  Well, designing a complete web site for 
YSARC is quite a bit more than just posting a page. 
So, I started by doing a little research.  I visited 
approximately 20-30 amateur radio club web sites 
across our country and in Europe on the internet.  I 
narrowed my “likes” to around 20 or so.  Then I re-
visited the “Top 20” and started to make notes of just 
what was interesting about them.  With that, I put 
pen to paper and outlined what I thought would be a 
good look.  With that information, I opened my web 
design software and got to work. What took many 
hours of my time was to look at the files of the 
ysarc.org server and determine what to keep and 
what to delete.  After those decisions were made, I 
had the new web site working inside the software. It 
was time to “Go Live” by uploading to the server.  I 

took the plunge and hit the ‘publish’ button, and 
waited and waited.  When I went to look at the new 
web site on the internet, it didn’t work!  Just errors.  
So, after a phone call to the techs on the server, I 
found out that I had deleted some real important 
files.  Once that was taken care of, I typed 
www.ysarc.org on the URL line of my browser, and lo 
and behold, the new site popped r ight up.  
Everything worked!

Now begins the arduous task of keeping ahead of 
everything by keeping it up to date.  Since web sites 
never stay the same, I will be “tinkering” with it 
because that is what I do.  I tinker.

After I finish the newsletter, it is back to the web 
site for yet another update!

73 for now, Russell, KB6YAF

 Jerry, WA6ZZK, became a 
“Silent Key” on Tuesday, 
October 12, 2010.  Jerry was 
a Korean War Veteran; a 
member of Teamsters Local 
150; a devoted family man; 
and an avid amateur radio 
operator. He maintained a 
couple of local repeaters.  

A memorial service was held 
in Lincoln at the United 
Methodist Church.

http://www.ysarc.org
http://www.ysarc.org
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HAM HELP

 HAM STUFF   to  BUY,  SELL,  or TRADE
Here are the rules:  Any YSARC member can list a ham-related item(s) to sell,  buy, or  trade.  Give a brief description of the item(s),  
an asking price,  and a way to contact you (email address would be a good way).  Please limit the amount of items to (4) per month. 
The items will be run in the YSARC newsleer. Please submit your listing on or before the 4th Wednesday of the month. 

FOR SALE:  Aluminum  J-Pole Antenna  (available for either 144 MHz / 222MHz / 450 MHz
                              These J Poles are hand made using T6061 aircraft grade aluminum and stainless steel  
                         fasteners. These antennas are omni-directional and have around 3dB gain.  They can
                         be mounted on any camera tripod as it is drilled and tapped w/ 1/4”x 20 thread.
                         Cost: $30 (locally)     (or  $35 for the special collapsible model.)

SPECIAL REQUESTS...

Vintage SSB Gear - Bill Mekeel, K6LK in Kelseyville  is looking for some vintage SSB gear. - call him @ 
707-277-0536

Marysville Veteran’s Day Parade -  YSARC has been asked to provide emergency communications for 
the parade on Thursday, November 11th in downtown Marysville.  If you are interested, please contact Paul, 
N6XVL on the 146.085 repeater.  He is usually listening in the morning.  

Antenna Assistance - Any club member(s)  who need assistance with their antennas, please contact 
Lonnie, KI6ZYY at ki6zyy@yahoo.com to make arrangements for a team of volunteers to come to your 
QTH and help with your antenna project.  If you have the skills and ability to help repair antennas, etc. and 
would like to be a part of the “Antenna Assistance Group”, please contact Lonnie and let him know that 
you are interested in volunteering!!

mailto:ki6zyy@yahoo.com
mailto:ki6zyy@yahoo.com
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Station Keeping
     ‘Generally’ speaking, It’s been quite a while since I’ve had time to sit down to cumulatively track 
my tackled exploits in the realm of amateur radio activities. (and to think that it all started with a 
two-meters handheld when I first got my ticket, hi hi!)  As I now take a look back, and I reflect on it 
all coming to fruition, the planning and progress, and now the ease of use and daily satisfaction; with 
the assistance of many helpful and conscientious local hams of YSARC, I’ve managed to throw 
together an ‘arm chair’ HF/VHF amateur station ‘helm’ at the QTH, one which I can say with a 
modicum of pride that I am quite satisfied with as of late.

    The station setup is admittedly modest, yet reasonably modern and efficient.  It’s powered by a 
vintage Astron 30 amp DC power supply that I purchased from N6BOB, Bob some years back (still 
in rock-solid running order) and interconnected to the rigs with Anderson power poles.  It’s well-
grounded by a heavy eight (8) foot solid copper grounding rod pounded down into the earth right 
next to the center mast pole fed by an heavy shielded eight (8) gauge wire from a solid copper ground 
bar from inside the ‘shack.’  On the VHF side of the house, for all-mode working of two-meters, the 
mainstay is a classic ICOM Icom-275H, one that I purchased from W6HBU, Herb a few years ago 
(still in rock-solid running order, as well).  It’s fed into a homebrew J-pole that I threw together with 
the kind Elmer-ing of KC6MCI, Lee, as my first homebrew antenna projects.  Despite time and the 
elements, that J-pole is still measuring out at nearly a flat SWR across the majority of the bandwidth 
up and down on two-meters.  Nope, not bad at all, for some pieces of ‘tuned’ copper tubing and a 
length of coax, I have to say.  

      I also have a KC6MCI fashioned 4-element Quad up on the mast pole for secondary/alternative 
two-meter work & wide-band VHF/UHF monitoring use (again, flat as a pancake SWR on two-
meters.  On the HF side of the house, there’s a Yaesu FT-450.  Albeit ‘barefoot’ it runs through an 
LDG 100 Pro auto-tuner and matching 1:1 balun into some 300 Ohm twin-lead up 32 ft. to a 
homebrew G5RV antenna (again, one fashioned with Lee’s assistance and then put up in the air with 
Lee’s and KI6ZYY, Lonnie’s assistance).  Since May of this year it’s been truly ‘working the world on 
a wire,’ although, admittedly when conditions are poor, it can be a bit like trying to walk a high-wire 
without a net, hi hi!  Typically, signal and audio reports are very good if not exceptional throughout 
the bands and most operators on the other end are very surprised to hear that I’m only running one 
hundred (100) or less watts with only a stock microphone on HF SSB.  

     The Dell PC’s add-on serial port runs the FT-450 for complete rig interface control from the PC 
via Ham Radio Deluxe.  For digital modes I utilize a Buxcomm Rascal II soundcard interface run 
between the rig and the PC and DM-780 software for a multitude of CW and digital modes like 
PSK-31.  Yes, I know, life’s too short for QRP, but…  I’ve just started to experiment QRP style () with 
JT-65A.  My next projects involve Moxon homebrews for 6 & 10m and also moving ‘off the grid’ 
toward alternative DC power by battery and solar arrays for the radios and a UPS for the PC.  I think 
I’ll just enjoy the station for a while, comfortably, as it is.  All that other stuff is just down the road 
just a bit…  Here’s to next Spring!  Cheers and hope to hear you on the air soon.  
Vy 73, de Sean, K6SCM     



2010 Pacificon Reviews
From Ron, W6KJ...
Each year when our ARRL Pacific Division Convention is over, I drive back wondering what happened. This is 
partly true because there is no way you can take in all the things that go on at this event. There are multiple 
forums and presentations going on simultaneously, not to mention the various sales areas. Vendors vie for 
your attention, and Sunday morning  is a swap meet before the other activities start.

This year, ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, visited our Convention, spoke on several occasions, and met  as 
many as she could in two days. Dan Henderson, N1ND, ARRL Regulatory Information Manager, came out with 
Kay and took part in several seminars and presentations. We certainly could not complain about lack of HQ 
participation.

As always at the San Ramon Marriott, we had too little room for most of the presentations. The hotel’s ability  to 
come up with large enough rooms for our growing convention is just too limited. For this reason, the convention is 
moving to Santa Clara next year and beyond. In fact, our Pacific Division Convention will become the ARRL 
National Convention in Santa Clara in 2012. The national convention would just not fit in the confines of the 
present location.

Your Section Manager arrived for lunch on Friday and then headed off to a Section Managers meeting with Dan 
Henderson to discuss his area of responsibilities. California is the only state where a few operators try  to damage 
our service, and so we spent a lot of time discussing ongoing enforcement actions. While our service does not do 
the enforcement, we do have an Amateur Auxiliary to the FCC. Official Observers spend many hours a month just 
monitoring the airways, both simplex and repeater frequencies on HF, VHF, and UHF. The reports generated, 
sometimes accompanied by actual recordings made by the OOs, point the FCC enforcement actions in the most 
economical way to offenders. This meeting took all afternoon. The SMs and guests went out to dinner together in 
Dublin at “Frankie and Johnnie” and “Luigi’s.”
,
Saturday  morning was open, so I took in the HF propagation presentation.  I did a little shopping, but did not buy 
much. In the afternoon, another meeting. This one is the Director’s cabinet meeting. Unlike the December cabinet 
meeting (held the last few years in Livermore), this one was not open to club presidents, but was limited to 
Division appointees and Section Managers. We had Thomas N. Van Stavern, District Director of the FCC San 
Francisco FCC office, brief us on their procedures and recent happenings.  He was scheduled for an hour,  but spent 
about two and half hours with us. Afterwards, we discussed with the Division Director Bob Vallio, W6RGG, the 
proceedings of the ARRL Board of Directors Emergency Communications Advisory  Committee (ECAC). The SMs 
asked Director Vallio to take our ARES upgrade proposal for action. We used a computer and printer to finalize the 
wording, and the meeting broke up about 5 PM.

From Bob, N6BOB...
Pacificon, the Pacific Division Convention was held the weekend of October 15-17 in San Ramon this year. This 
year was a fantastic event. Ellie Lester (9 yrs old) passed Technician license there,  and has been granted the call 
KJ6KZP and can be heard on the local repeater. Over 110 others also were newly licensed as well. They had over 
90 forums to chose from as well as all the great vendors who support our great hobby.  Friday was the Antenna 
Forum with 7 talks that ran from 8 am - 5 pm.  Bob, W6BO was in attendance and spoke highly of the day. 
Saturday  was the main forum day and sales day. Mike Staal spoke on HF Propagation to a full room. Of interest 
was the QRP Backing with Goats talk by  Steve Galchutt, WG0AT. He had two goats outside for show and tell. If 
you haven't seen his unique videos on YouTube then Google "ham radio goats" and you will find many  of his 
mountain trips with goats in Colorado. They are funny and an inspiration for all hams who like to operate HF 
portable. There was a youth forum Saturday afternoon run by kids all under 18 years old and they did a great job 
explaining how to set up a club in a school and some of the challenges of being a young ham in a hobby  of mostly 
old men.


