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Monthly activities
 

 1st  Wednesday: Club Meeting
 3rd Wednesday: Board Meeting

 (Check the minutes for details
 on the Club and Board Meetings)
      ______________________
All newsletter submissions are due 
on or before the 4th Wednesday of 
the month

CLUB ACTIVITIES
   Monday Night Net - (7 PM) - Weekly net w/swap shop
                                                 (146.085 +  PL 127.3)   
   Monday Night Net - (8 PM) - Butte Co. ARES Net
                                                 (146.850 -   PL 110.0)
   Tuesday Night Net - (7 PM) - YSARC ARES Net
                                                 (146.085 +  PL 127.3)
   2nd Wednesday     - (7 PM) - ARRL Sac Valley Net

 UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec 7th - Wed. @5:30pm -  YSARC Christmas Dinner at the 
                                             dididahdahdah   dahdididit didit dah dididit
                                             Cafe in Yuba City                        
                                     
 Dec 21st - Wed. 7-9pm       YSARC Board Meeting - Herb’s QTH - 7pm                    
                              
                              
                      

   December 2011

The Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio 
Club is a Non-Profit Club 
however, our club cannot function 
without the monetary support of 
the ham community. Like each 
organization, we have bills to pay. 
We pay them through the club 
dues we collect.  We also  provide  
insurance for our club functions, 
and insurance for the electronic 
gear the club maintains.  The club 
also ‘gives back’ to its members 
by providing supplies for our 
potlucks and such. So, all of this 
takes money.  The cost of 
membership is $20 per person for 
the year.  We also offer an 
Associate Membership for an 
additional $5 for a family member 
at the same residence.

We do have quite a number of 
people in our community that 
enjoy using the 146.085 MHz 
repeater up on top of the Sutter 

Buttes.  Although there is no 
charge for its use, a portion of the 
member dues is used to maintain 
this machine.  We have Dave, 
WD6AXM to thank for his 
donation of time and expertise of 
the repeater.

The club has also invested in a 
video projector for use in the 
monthly programs.  We are 
looking forward to using the 
projector in the next year for 
some more exciting ham radio 
programs.

Other expenses include the cost of 
having a website on the internet, 
postage, etc.

You can download a copy of the 
membership form from the 
website and mail it to Clara 
Ansley, N6VRH.  Thank you for 
your support of our club.

 CLUB DUES ARE NOW 
BEING ACCEPTED FOR 2012 



 YSARC Board of DirectorsMeeting
   Minutes of November 16th, 2011 Meg’s Minutes

 A regular Board of Directors Meeting of the Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club was held at the QTH of 
Meg Burgin, KI6TLS.  The meeting was called to order by President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY at 1900-
hours.  All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Club Officers present were: President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY; Vice President Andy Boone, KJ6IYM; 
Secretary Meg Burgin, KI6TLS; and Treasurer Clara Ansley, N6VRH.

Club Board Members present were: Russell Decker, KB6YAF; Mike Eby, KM6EBY; Allen Hill, 
W6WPF; Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI.

Guests were: Jeremiah De La Rosa, W6DLO; Wade LaRue, KN6WX; Marsha Sylvester-Jose, 
KI6CSN; Marilyn Hill, and Ramona Traub.

Officers Reports:  Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read.  Correspondence from the 
California State Attorney Generals office regarding our complaint of “misleading solicitation” from the 
Corporate Compliance Center.  
The annual General Liability Insurance bill was passed on to Treasurer Clara Ansley, N6VRH for 
payment.  A solicitation from the Salvation Army was also received. 

The Treasurers report was approved as read.  Clara Ansley, N6VRH again requested timely forwarding 
of the use of our ATM card so she can balance the checkbook with the bank statement for her report to 
the Board.

Under old business:  President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY reviewed club meetings and events of the 
previous month.

Under new business:  President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY reported that coax cables, connecters and 
sealer tape had been reordered for the Club Store.  

An ICOM 2200H 2 Meter Mobile Radio, ordered for the Christmas raffle, has arrived.

Secretary Meg Burgin, KI6TLS reported that, due to his health issues, Barry Barnes, KE6LW had not 
been able to make progress on reinstatement of the YSARC non-profit status.  She asked  for 
assistance to pick up and complete the application.  Russell Decker, KB6YAF, Debbie Decker, 
KI6ROW, along with Larry Witcher, KI6LAW volunteered to shoulder the task. Burgin, related that 
Barry stated that he has good news; is cancer free; continuing homeopathic treatments with his 
oncologist.



The Board approved the purchase of ink cartridges for Secretary Burgin, KI6TLS.
President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY proposed to prepare a PowerPoint presentation for a one day Ham 
Cram, to be followed by a BBQ and VE Exam at Burgin's QTH, in March.  VE Coordinator Lee 
Sheffield, KC6MCI requested that pre-registration be required and limited to 12 examinees.  
Following discussion, Allen Hill, W6WPF volunteered to BBQ.  Club members will be asked to 
provide pot luck side dishes.

It was decided to move the YSARC Ham fest into the month of May.  Proof of insurance certificate is 
still needed to process reservations with Yuba City Parks & Recreation.

President Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY shared proposed YSARC logo designs and color combinations 
made by Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI.  Moore would like for members to have vests and name tags made 
for club members.

President Moore, KI6ZYY reviewed activities and meeting places for the beginning months of 2012:
The January 4th - General Membership Meeting will be held at 2-Bits Cafe, with a  program on what 
it takes to become a VE, by Moore and Sheffield.  
January 7th - VE Session @ 715 King  Avenue. – Guest VE's from Oroville will be  treated to lunch at 
2-Bit's Cafe following the exam session.

February 1st - General Membership Meeting – Valentine dinner @ 2-Bit's?  
 Antenna Saturday @ Linda American Legion.

March 7th - General Membership Meeting & Ham Workshop @ Burgin's QTH
 Ham Cram, BBQ & VE Session @ Burgin's QTH.

April 21st - Bike Around the Buttes and MS Walk.

May - YSARC Ham fest @ Sam Brannan Park.  Andy Boone, KJ6IYM, coordinator.

VE Coordinator, Lee Sheffield, KC6MCI reminded the Board of the need for another YSARC 
Liaison.

There being no time for further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2045-hours.
Ramona Traub served a cake dessert to everyone.

The next Board Meeting will hopefully be held at the QTH of Herb Puckett, W6HBU.

Respectfully submitted by Meg Burgin, KI6TLS, YSARC Secretary  



                          Your car can be your ham shack (above) or it could be in a basement (below)

Ham Shacks... Just what do they look like?  They 
come in all shapes and forms.  Here are but a few.  I’d like to feature some 
‘shacks’ in future editions of the VHN.  If you have a photo, please email it 
to me with a brief description of what you have.  Thanks, Russell, KB6YAF



It could be in the corner of a bedroom (above) or  in the corner of your shed (below) Wherever your 
ham shack is located, please be sure you provide a sufficient ground and above all - SAFETY FIRST



   

The YSARC December meeting is once again at the “2 Bits Cafe” located on Rocca Way in Yuba 
City.  I believe the doors will open sometime around 5:30pm on Wednesday, Dec. 7th.  As usual, we 
will have a drawing for some goodies.  Everyone who attends will receive a free ticket for the 
drawing.  You can buy extra tickets also to increase your chances of winning.  A special drawing will 
be held for the mobile 2m radio at the dinner.  These tickets are a different color so as not to mix it up 
with the regular drawing.  You will be able to purchase tickets for the radio at the dinner.

The YSARC December Meeting

Clara’s Calculations
October Balance.......$3,375.42

November
Receipts........................$   603.00
Bills..............................$   696.44
Checking Balance........$3,281.98
Special Accts................$1,033.56
Club Balance................$2,248.42



Editor’s QRM.... It’s been quite a year around this QTH.  The last week of January was 
the “Quartzfest” trip to Arizona in our big mobile aluminum ham shack.  Deb and I had so much fun, 
we are planning on making that a yearly event.  Where else can you go to and meet a lot of new 
friends, learn about APRS, solar panels, batteries, antennas, eat Hobo Stew, and dry camp in 
beautiful weather!  If you can get the time off, do plan on going!  April is always the “Bike Around 
The Buttes” event.  YSARC has been supporting this function for over twenty years now.  The big 
aluminum ham shack (Airstream) made a nice net control station.  The weather cooperated and 
everyone involved worked hard to make it a success. It was quite challenging from the standpoint 
that the folks from the MS walk decided to put their event on the exact same day.  Some local hams 
stepped up to the plate and got that covered.  Way to go! .....Between the potlucks at Meg’s and the 
dinner meetings at the 2 Bits Cafe, no one has gone hungry! ....One of the most exciting things that 
happened for this editor this year was the opportunity to go to the TWiT studios in Petaluma, CA in 
August for the Grand Opening of their new studios called “The Brickhouse”  For those of you who 
haven’t read the VHN in a while, I have talked about this in a few issues.  The TWiT studios produce 
the new show called “Ham Nation” which is hosted by Bob Heil, K9EID of Heil microphone fame. It 
is also co-hosted by Gordon West, WB6NOA and George Thomas, W5JDX.  This show is streamed 
live on Tuesdays at 6pm PST at www.twit.tv  or you can subscribe to the podcast via iTunes.  Ham 
Nation has been a big hit in the ham radio community.  It has generated a lot of new interest 
including many people testing and getting into this wonderful hobby of ours.   This summer also was 
filled with helping out my good friend Herb Puckett, W6HBU as he went through surgery to have a 
new hip installed.  He came through the surgery just fine but had to face the arduous journey of 
“recovery”.  His recovery started at the Lincoln Meadows Center in Lincoln, CA.  I burned up the 
road quite a bit going to and coming back from Lincoln.  A family decision was also made to transfer 
Herb to “The Fountains” facility in Yuba City as a room became available.  It was at “The Fountains” 
that Herb made tremendous progress and was finally able to go back home where he is doing great.  
Herb thanks all of you who stopped by to visit and keep him company throughout this whole ordeal.  
In fact, here is a letter from them....

Dear Yuba Sutter Hams,
 
Thank you is so not adequate for the love, attention and care that you have shown our Dad and his family in the last 
three months.  The journey that we all took as he had surgery to have a hip replaced and then the chore of 
rehabilitation was made bearable by the many kind words and deeds that you all showed us.  You gave us laughter 
when we needed it, a break from the boredom of life in a rehabilitation facility and many shoulders to lean on.
 
Many of  you made the trip to Lincoln and Yuba City to visit our Dad (often being treated to watching him sleep) and 
spend time with him.  We all appreciate the time you took to help make the days speed by and the time out of your 
days that you so willingly shared.
 
You all showed by your words, cards, and actions what a special group you are.  From the bottom of our hearts, 
many thanks.
 
Herb Puckett
Linda, Phil, Charles and Patricia Perkins
Lori, Geoff, Michael and David Kauffman
Lane, Cathy, Rachelle and Megan Puckett

http://www.twit.tv
http://www.twit.tv


Ham Radio Humor  .... ..    .... ..

A ham radio operator is operating Field Day  alone at a deserted beach.  He is taking a little break from the action, 
walking around on the beach and notices an antique brass bottle mostly buried in the sand.  He digs it out and 
discovers it’a genie bottle!  He manages to get it  open and a genie appears.  “Thank you for freeing me, O 
Master!” said the grateful genie. “I will grant you any one wish you want.”  The ham thinks about it  and says, 
“OK, I’ve got it.  I live in a restrictive neighborhood.  I would like to have a 500 foot tower with all sorts of 
antennas, despite the homeowners association.”  The genie looks worried.  “O Master!  That’s a big order.  The 
power of these HOA’s and their CC&R’s is most powerful!  In fact, they are more powerful than even I, O 
Master!  I would beg you to please choose something else for your wish.”  The ham says,  “OK, let’s do this.”  He 
goes over to his ham station and pulls out his log books.  “See this entry?  This is a contact I once made with 
KB6YAF.  I would sure like to get his QSL card after all this time.”  The genie looks at  the logbook.  Then he 
says, “Now, regarding that 500 foot antenna tower, do you want it galvanized or stainless steel?”

ANTENNA ROMANCE ... From The Internet

Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married.
The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent.
Since they were a perfect match, soon they generated harmonics.
Wrapped the harmonics in dipoles.
But later the harmonics turned out to be parasitic elements.

The true story -- she was a tri-bander and he felt trapped, so they went on 
separate beam headings

GREAT DX BOOKS - By AC6V

Antennas Revealed -- By Ms Clipboard of the HOA
Seven Years Before The Mast -- A no-rotor station
The Rise And Fall of The Sun Spot Cycle
Gone With The Wind -- A Quad Story
Much Ado About Nothing -- DXing Exposed
War and DXing
Don Quadotee -- Attacked a 160 Meter Quad
Of Man And Mouse -- Computer Fiction
The Sound and the Fury -- Pileups Explained
Atlas Shrugged
Casey At The Mike


