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Monthly activities
 

 1st  Wednesday: Club Meeting
 3rd Wednesday: Board Meeting

 (Check the minutes for details
 on the Club and Board Meetings)
      ______________________
All newsletter submissions are due 
on or before the 4th Wednesday of 
the month

CLUB ACTIVITIES
   Monday Night Net - (7 PM) - Weekly net w/swap shop
                                                 (146.085 +  PL 127.3)   
   Monday Night Net - (8 PM) - Butte Co. ARES Net
                                                 (146.850 -   PL 110.0)
   Tuesday Night Net - (7 PM) - YSARC ARES Net
                                                 (146.085 +  PL 127.3)
   2nd Wednesday     - (7 PM) - ARRL Sac Valley Net

 UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug. 1st - Wed.@5:30pm -   YSARC Meeting & Dinner at the “2 Bits Café”
                                              in Yuba City, CA                       
Aug 11th - Sat.@8a-10a -     YSARC Breakfast & Antenna Workshop at the
                                              American Legion in West Linda, CA 

Aug 15th - Wed.@7:00pm -  YSARC Board Meeting - @Herb’s QTH

Aug 25th - Sat.@8:30am-     Technician Ham Cram - 715 King Ave - Yuba City    
                                              Sign up ASAP with Mike, KM6EBY (530) 671-4037                                         

 August 2012

The YSARC will hold an 
“Antenna Saturday & 
Breakfast” on Saturday, 
August 11, 2012 starting 
at 8:00 AM.  All of this 
will be held at the 
American Legion Hall 
located in the West 
Linda area.  The address 
for the hall is 5477 
Feather River Blvd.  
From Marysville, head 
south on Hwy 70 over 
the E Street  Bridge.  
A f t e r c r o s s i n g t h e 
bridge, take the second 
off ramp (Feather River 
Blvd).  The ramp will 
take you to the right.  
follow that road through 
the stop signs.  The road 
will eventually turn 
south.  Look for the 
American Legion Hall 
on your left.  If you are 
still not sure of the directions, you can 
tune into the 146.085 repeater, and 
someone will help guide you in.

The ladies at the 
hal l wi l l s tar t 
cooking breakfast 
around 8am in the 
morning.  The 
c o s t o f t h e 
breakfast is $5.00         
per person. 

After breakfast, 
we will start on 
t h e a n t e n n a 
project which will 
once again be the 
portable roll up 
2 m J P o l e 
antennas.  The 
estimated cost of 
materials for the 
antenna is also 
$ 5 . 0 0 u n l e s s 
y o u ’ d l i k e t o 
provide your own 
supplies.  This is a 
very good antenna 

to place in your “Go-Box” or your 
emergency supplies.  Pictured here are 
the measurements for the project.
.......de  Russell, KB6YAF

YSARC Breakfast & Antenna Workshop to be held 



Editor’s Ramblings
Summer for this guy is all about staying cool which in many respects is quite an undertaking considering the 
Sacramento Valley  can yield many  days of summer temperatures consistently in the upper 90’s and climbing well 
into the triple digits.  Keeping cool for me usually  involves running the whole house fan in this old 1927 house all 
night.  In the morning, I keep an eye on the digital house temperature readout.  When it starts to climb, I turn off 
the whole house fan and start up a combination of some ceiling fans and floor fans.  This process usually is 
successful unless the morning temps don’t drop as low as I’d like to see them.  When the inside temps get around 
76-78 degrees, I will turn on the small wall mounted A/C unit which will keep the den & ham shack at a 
comfortable level.  Now, this old house is roughly 2,600 sq. ft. but at  least half of that is upstairs.  Fortunately, the 
staircase can be closed off with a door, and we usually don’t use the front room much, so that leaves around 1000 
sq. ft. to cool.  If worse comes to worse, I can always turn on “the beast” which is a huge 220v. wall air conditioner 
that will cool down the house in about 10 minutes with the help  of a few fans.  All of this is done so as not to send 
too much of our hard earned money to P.G.&E.  

I did take my annual trip north to Arlington, Washington in order to volunteer as an event photographer for the fly-
in at the airport.  All of this took place between July  4 - 16th.  I did know that during that time, temps in the Yuba 
Sutter area hit a high of 110 degrees.  Now that sounds like good timing on my  part since temps in the great 
Northwest was anywhere from 52 - 76!  I didn’t have too much time to play with the radio, but I did have the HF 
and VHF antenna up.  One night, I turned on the radio that  was tuned to 147.060 MHz.  All of the sudden, I heard 
a net start  up.  I thought I might as well check when and if they  open it  up for visitors.  It was an emergency net 
much like our ARES net here.  I didn’t recognize any  of the call signs as most of them were ‘7’ calls.  Well, I 
jumped in and signed ‘KB6YAF Portable 7”.  The net control operator came back and recognized my check in and 
then asked if I was a Yuba City ham.  I proudly responded yes.  The NC came back and said  “Hi Russ, this is 
Hugh, but you probably know me as N7OKM”  Well, you could have knocked me over with a feather!  Many of 
you ‘old timers’ recognize that as Hugh MacDonald, N7OKM.  He doesn’t use that call sign anymore.  He 
changed it to AC7XF.  For those of you who don’t know Hugh, he used to live in our area (I think Gridley) and 
was a very active member of the YSARC.  He moved many years ago to Bandon, Oregon which is on the coast, 
north of Brookings.  I asked Hugh after the net if he still lived in Bandon.  He said he still lives there, but also 
spends a lot of time in Western Washington.  The repeater we were using is just outside of Chehalis, WA. at an 
altitude of 3,100 ft.

When I returned back to the Sacramento Valley, the temps were back down into the upper 80’s, which are still too 
hot in my estimation.  It was good to be back.  My step son Derek, his wife Tiffany, and their two kids (ages 2 & 5) 
are here from Clarksville, Tennessee.  We have been having fun showing them a good time out  on the boat a 
couple times.  Derek returned last summer from Afghanistan after serving a year’s duty with the US Army there.  
After they leave the Yuba Sutter area in a few days, they will be traveling to Germany where he will be stationed.  
It will be quite a while until we get to see them again.  Derek always brags about the radios in my ham shack and 
how I talk to people!  Maybe some day, he will get the ham radio ‘bug’ !!

Well, that’s about all of my ramblings for now.

73 to all, Russell Decker, KB6YAF











Found.....A Funny Schematic !!



The YSARC meeting minutes and treasurer’s reports are not available because of no July Board of    
Director’s Meeting being held.  Hopefully, we’ll have some information for you next month.

New Member!!
We would like to welcome  

                                               Bob Wohlers  KJ6JFW (Tech)



This Editor wishes to thank Gordon West, WB6NOA for using two of my  photos for the front cover of his 
new “Extra Class” License Class Preparation Book.  Note the small center photo showing Shari, K6AVW 
standing next to her VW Bus, and myself at the HF Radio with microphone in hand.  I strongly urge you to 
buy this book if you are planning on an upgrade to Extra Class!!  Go to:  www.w5yi.org or call the W5YI 
Group at 1-800-669-9594.

http://www.w5yi.org
http://www.w5yi.org

