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Valley Ham News

  Monthly YSARC Activities
    1st TUESDAY: Club Meeting
     3rd TUESDAY: Board Meeting
     4th TUESDAY: Newsletter Items
         Due to the Editor  (kb6yaf@arrl.net)
      
   Every MONDAY Night: NET @ 1900hrs.
                  (146.085+ PL 127.3)

 YSARC THIS MONTH....
 
 May 7th                  -  YSARC Meeting.  (due to the deferred board meeting,
                                       look for the info on the place and times of this meeting)                                       
                                    
 May 21st - 1600hrs - YSARC Board Meeting @ QTH - TBA
                                          
 (Postponed)             - YSARC Yard Sale at the QTH/Larry, KE6LAW
                                         
 

 In This Issue....
  Page 2...... ”Odds & Ends” 
 Page 3.....   “State Of The Club”  &  “Future YSARC Events”
 Page 4/5..... Photo highlights of the “Bike Around The Buttes”
 Page 6-8..... “Bluetooth Audio Interface” by Frank, K7SFN
 Page 9........ “Made In The USA” Home Grown Antenna Wire - a “YSARC” special

  A publication of the Yuba Sutter Amateur Radio Club, a California Non-Profit Corporation   

Clara Ansley, N6VRH 
        Long time member of YSARC
  Honored by the Appeal Democrat as   
          “Volunteer Of The Week”

mailto:kb6yaf@arrl.net
mailto:kb6yaf@arrl.net


  YUBA SUTTER AMATEUR RADIO CLUB! MAY 2013

! PAGE 2

ODDS & ENDS

Many thanks goes out to those local hams that volunteered their time and effort for the MS Walk 
that happened on Saturday morning, April 20, 2013 in downtown Yuba City. From the reports this editor 
has, everything went smooth except for a few  bumps and scrapes due to a fall from a participant on the 
walk.  For more detailed information, contact Mr. Lonnie Moore, KI6ZYY as he was the organizer of  the 
radio communications for the hams.

Also, many thanks goes out to all that donated their time, effort and radio expertise for the 28th 
Annual Bike Around The Buttes.  The radio emergency ham support was organized by Russell Decker.  
Also at net control was Clara Ansley, N6VRH.  The hams provided support at each of the five rest stops 
plus 13 SAG positions.  Participants included Debbie, KI6ROW; Eleanor, KI6CSO; Michael, AG6IP; 
Lou, KG6FCT; Shari, K6AVW; Paul, N6XVL; Chris, KJ6VCG; Josh Wahl; Andy, KJ6IYM; Ted, KN6TED; 
Lee, KC6MCI; Steve, K6TAZ; Curtis, KF6VFP; Cal, KI6NY; Manna, KA6ETB; Stan, KN7ZYZ; Steven, 
KJ6QEA; LeRoy, KJ6DKM and Udell; Edwin, K9KUV; Rick, K6ISP; Kevin, KJ6TXZ; Bill, WA6OHP; and 
Sean, K6SCM.

The local hams have been involved with providing emergency communications for the Bike Around 
The Buttes for around 25 years.  They took on the task after the local CB’ers could not provide the 
necessary communications needed for an event like this.  There was even one year, before the 
‘century’ ride was added, that the hams operated on a simplex frequency for the entire event.  Since the 
“century” ride was added, all radio communications have used the 146.085 MHz repeater (WD6AXM) 
up on the Sutter Buttes.  This event uses many ham radio members that not only live in the Yuba Sutter 
area, but other adjacent counties as well.  There was only one bike accident that required outside 
medical attention this year.  Other than that, most of the issues were flat tires, equipment malfunctions 
and just plain fatigue!!  The Bike event started around 6:30am and lasted until after 5:00pm.  All 
proceeds benefited the Yuba Sutter Children’s Type I Diabetes Support Group.  It was calculated that 
our volunteers logged over 1,500 miles for this event!

You might have noticed a lot of activity on the Sutter Buttes repeater about a “Project” that involved 
the radio club.  The wife and friend of  a ‘silent key’ in the Grass Valley area had contacted two other 
ham radio clubs to see if  they would help out by removing the ‘antenna farm’.  After two rejections, the 
YSARC was called.  I almost could see Lonnie’s eyes light up as he was asked if YSARC could help 
out by clearing the antenna farm.  So, Lonnie, Mike, Larry & J.J. made three trips up to Grass Valley 
and worked around 12-14 hours each day taking down all the towers and antennas, loading them onto 
their trucks to bring back.  Also included as a part of  the antenna farm were around 8-10 antennas, 
most of  which were in a state of  disrepair.  There was a ton of  coax feed line too.  Measurements are 
still being taken, but it is thought that there is over 10k feet of  coax.  All of this equipment will be 
cataloged and ready to sell to the YSARC members.  Prices have not yet been set.  Many thanks to 
Lonnie, Mike, Larry and J.J. for their hard work in this ‘project’.  The terrain was steep, they had to clear 
a lot of brush in order to remove the equipment.  All of the proceeds will benefit the YSARC for their 
future expenses.  Stay tuned for more information on this as they are still sorting out the good stuff  from 
the junk, of which there was a lot.  
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STATE  OF  THE  CLUB
Once a year the President of the United States speaks of the State of the Union. State 
Governors do the same with a State of the State speech. I suppose I should say a few 
words concerning the State of the Club. Membership numbers are strong and have been 
the last few years. Our bank account is on strong footing. Those serving as officers and 
board members continue to be willing to do their part and more. Our Monday Net is 
popular over much of Northern California. Check in numbers are running at an all time 
high and we have a lot of fun with it. 

     While I feel we have succeeded in many ways, there are a number of places where we 
need improvement. I’ve fallen down on providing activities and certainly need to improve. 
I do have plans for a series of HF Yagi parties. We have acquired a collection of yagi 
antennas that need work. There will be a letter sent out to each member of the Yuba 
Sutter ARC via email in the near future detailing how we acquired them and what we’ll do 
with them. 

     Another place I’ve fallen down is in hurting the feelings of the editor of the Valley Ham 
News. Please accept my apologies Russ and thank you for the mountain of work you have 
put into the VHN and our website. 

 Much more needs to be done. We are looking for donations for the Rummage Sale 
and we need volunteers to help with the Yuba Sutter Hamfest on the 1st of June. My 
favorite holiday is right around the corner. Field Day! 

     Thank you all for your support and let us continue to make the Yuba Sutter ARC the 
exceptional club it is.

73,     Lonnie  KI6ZYY

FUTURE    “YSARC”    EVENTS

**YSARC is working on holding a “Ham Fest” on Saturday, June 1, 2013 at the American Legion Hall in Linda, CA

**In May,  YSARC is looking to hold a BBQ/Picnic.  Ideas for a good location can be submitted to any officer or 
board member.

**The YSARC Yard Sale is postponed....stay tuned.

**Field Day - June 22-23

**Yagi Antenna Party to be organized. Lonnie will be spear heading a special  “fix-it” group to hopefully restore 
some “Yagi” HF antennas from the “Grass Valley Project”  Look for more information on this later.
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BIKE  AROUND  THE  BUTTES  PHOTO  HIGHLIGHTS

Michael, AG6IP and Andy, KJ6IYM out where the “pavement ends”        Andy, KJ6IYM prepares his rental car for a day as a SAG which
                                                                                                                                                       means  “Support And Gear”

Curtis, KF6VFP prepares his camera at “The Big Silver Ham Shack”                      One of the “Bike Around The Buttes” Rest Stops
              of Russell, KB6YAF and Debbie, KI6ROW. 

                  Andy, KJ6IYM pauses for a photo op.                                          “SAG”  vehicles waiting for the day’s work at net control.
                                                                                                The above photos were submitted by Lee, KC6MCI



A Member’s Need.....  The VHN Editor wants to thank Andy, KJ6IYM for inquiring about the antenna grease.  We are 
now looking for fine threaded RF Wing Nuts with capacitive & inductive fusing capabilities in order to regulate the ionic 
flow of modulation in and through the analog S Meter movement.  Please help if you can.   Contact this member now !!!!

 Yes, most of the ham radio volunteers needed that  “Radio Coffee”  to get them going so early in 
                                         the morning at the “Bike Around The Buttes”
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An  Article  by  Frank, K7SFN  As  Submitted  by  Larry, KE6LAW







Attention YSARC Members!!  After a long and arduous 
search, your editor has finally found what is probably the best antenna wire ever, 
and it is Made in the USA!!  Yes, you read this right.  Grown in New England, you 
won’t find any finer wire anywhere.  What really sold me on this product were the 
enhancements, and the guarantee that you WILL BE HEARD!  And, in light of the 
fact that we just celebrated “Earth Day”, a nationally recognized day of rest, you will 
be excited to know this is a totally “Green” product grown using only the strictest of 
organic methods.  I know you will want to replace ALL of your antenna wire 
immediately.  As you can see by the photos below, all of this is true and verified 
through scientific analysis.  Order yours today.  I ordered mine right away hoping 
that if I did, they would ‘double my order’!!    (Oh how I love the internet.)


