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YSARC Web Page: http://www.ysarc.net 
Y-S ARES Web Page: http://www.ysares.org 

 
P.O. Box 1169 

Yuba City, California 95992 
 

October 2020 
 

Editors: Curtis R. Sylvester-José, KF6VFP Webmasters: Kevin Klatt, KM6WFW 
 Marsha L. Sylvester-José, KI6CSN Club Callsign: W6KJ 
Telephone: 530-743-3003  
E-Mail: Curtis at KF6VFP@arrl.net  
 Marsha at KI6CSN@arrl.net 
 

CLUB OFFICERS 2020 
Pres.: Daniel Weber, KM6RHC 

Vice Pres.: Mike Morris, KK6ISQ 
Secretary: Linda Maas, KK6SOZ 

Treasurer: June McJunkin, N6JEY 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020 
Joe Visalli, N9BD 

Chris McLain, KK6VZD 
Brandon Guthrie, KM6JID 

Kevin Klatt, KM6WFW  
Vandell “Bud” Myers, KK1BUD  

Herb Puckett, W6HBU 
 

REPEATER TRUSTEE 
Dave Gartner, WD6AXM 

 
LIAISONS  

ARES: Neil Bossard, N6CNY 
ARRL SM: Carol Milazzo, KP4MD 
VE Liaison: LeRoy Smith, KJ6DKM 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
03 Nov – Board Meeting 
07 Nov – VE Session 
14 Nov – Nationwide Red Cross 

Emergency Communications Drill, Joint 

exercise with ARES 
17 Nov – General Meeting, Election 

and Budget Approval via Zoom 
 
01 Dec – Board Meeting 
15 Dec – General Meeting 
 
 
YSARC Weekly Breakfast 
Wednesday mornings – Cancelled 

until further notice 
 
Local Nets 
Monday night at 7:00 P.M. – weekly 

net (146.085+) PL 127.3 with swap shop 
and help sessions. 

Monday night at 8:00 P.M. – Butte 
County ARES net (145.280–), PL 110.9 

Tuesday night at 8:00 P.M – GEARS 
Club net, (146.850–), PL 110.9 

Thursday night at 7:00 P.M. weekly – 
ARES net (146.085+) PL 127.3. 

Third Thursday of each month at 
7:30 P.M. – the ARRL Sacramento 
Valley Section (VHF) Net, on club 
repeater followed by an HF Net on 3987 
KHz LSB. 

Sunday night at 8:00 P.M. – OARS 
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Net (146.655-), PL 136.5. 
Other nets (From the GEARS 

Radiator Newsletter) 
Sac Valley Net: 7:00 P.M., 2nd Wed 

of the month (146.850–), PL 110.9 
440 Wed. Night Net: 8:00 P.M. each 

Wednesday, 440.650 MHz. 
Golden Bear Net: 7:00 P.M. daily 

3975 kHz. 
Willie Net: 8:00 P.M. Mondays, 

1930 kHz. 
CA Traffic Net: 3906 kHz nightly at 

6:00 P.M. for traffic listing and 6:30 P.M. 
for roll call. 

California TALARC (The American 
Legion Amateur Radio Club) net. 
Sunday at 1:00 P.M. weekly on 7278 
KHz. 

 
ARRL URGES MEMBERS TO JOIN IN 

STRONGLY OPPOSING FCC’S 
APPLICATION FEES PROPOSAL 
 
ARRL Letter Special edition 
 
 “ARRL will file comments in firm 

opposition to an FCC proposal to 
impose a $50 fee on amateur radio 
license and application fees. With the 
November 16 comment deadline fast 
approaching, ARRL urges members to 
add their voices to ARRL’s by filing 
opposition comments of their own. The 
FCC Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM) MD Docket 20-270 appeared in 
the October 15 edition of The Federal 
Register and sets deadlines of 
November 16 to comment and 
November 30 to post reply comments, 
which are comments on comments 
already filed. ARRL has prepared a 
Guide to Filing Comments with the FCC 

which includes tips for preparing 
comments and step-by-step filing 
instructions. File comments on MD 
Docket 20-270 using the FCC’s 
Electronic Comment Filing System 
(ECFS). 

Under the proposal, amateur radio 
licensees would pay a $50 fee for each 
amateur radio application for new 
licenses, license renewals, upgrades to 
existing licenses, and vanity call sign 
requests. The FCC also has proposed a 
$50 fee to obtain a printed copy of a 
license. Excluded are applications for 
administrative updates, such as 
changes of address, and annual 
regulatory fees. Amateur Service 
licensees have been exempt from 
application fees for several years. 

The FCC proposal is contained 
in a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM) in MD Docket 20-270, which 
was adopted to implement portions of 
the “Repack Airwaves Yielding Better 
Access for Users of Modern Services 
Act” of 2018 — the so-called “Ray 
Baum’s Act.” The Act requires that the 
FCC switch from a Congressionally-
mandated fee structure to a cost-based 
system of assessment. In its NPRM, the 
FCC proposed application fees for a 
broad range of services that use the 
FCC’s Universal Licensing System 
(ULS), including the Amateur Radio 
Service. The 2018 statute excludes the 
Amateur Service from annual regulatory 
fees, but not from application fees. The 
FCC proposal affects all FCC services 
and does not single out amateur radio. 

ARRL is encouraging members 
to file comments that stress amateur 
radio’s contributions to the country and 
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communities. ARRL’s Guide to Filing 
Comments includes “talking points” that 
may be helpful in preparing comments. 
These stress amateur radio’s role in 
volunteering communication support 
during disasters and emergencies, and 
inspiring students to pursue education 
and careers in engineering, radio 
technology, and communications. 

As the FCC explained in its 
NPRM, Congress, through the Ray 
Baum’s Act, is compelling regulatory 
agencies such as the FCC to recover 
from applicants the costs involved in 
filing and handling applications. 

In its NPRM the FCC 
encouraged licensees to update their 
own information online without charge. 
Many, if not most, Amateur Service 
applications may be handled via the 
largely automated Universal License 
Service (ULS). The Ray Baum’s Act 
does not exempt filing fees in the 
Amateur Radio Service, and the FCC 
stopped assessing fees for vanity call 
signs several years ago. 

See also “FCC Proposes to 
Reinstate Amateur Radio Service Fees,” 
reported by ARRL in August, and a 
summary page of the proceeding at 
www.arrl.org/FCC-Fees-Proposal.” 

 
UPCOMING WEBINARS 

 
How to Get Started in Amateur 

Radio Contesting 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Tuesday, November 3, 2020, 10 AM 
PST / 1 PM EST (1800 UTC) 

 
Login at arrl.org for further details. 

NOVEMBER 14: NATIONWIDE RED 
CROSS EMERGENCY 

COMMUNICATIONS DRILL, JOINT 
EXERCISE WITH ARES 

 
ARES Letter for October 21, 

2020 
“The Nationwide Red Cross 

Emergency Communications Fall Drill is 
a joint exercise with ARES set for 
November 14, an evolution of the highly 
successful Spring Drill that had 
hundreds of participants from some 40 
states and Puerto Rico. 

The Fall Drill will be a Winlink-
specific event with the following goals: 
(1) pass traditional Red Cross (ARC) 
forms from as many states and as many 
radio amateurs as possible to one of six 
Divisional Clearinghouses, and (2) bring 
as many radio operators as possible up 
to a "basic" level of Winlink proficiency. 
[To prepare, there is a twelve-week 
series of Winlink Workshops held each 
Thursday at 0100Z on Zoom. Join the 
SEC-ARES group for announcements 
and discussions. Include your name and 
call sign when registering on SEC-
ARES.] 

Winlink Proficiency Goals have 
been written, a Winlink Technical 
Support Team has been formed, and 
Metrics for Drill Success have been 
developed. The proficiency goals are 
established as a training guideline and 
references online training resources. 
Many hams new to Winlink should find 
these resources helpful. 

Over 300 radio amateurs have 
signed up for the event and more than a 
hundred were on a Briefing Call on 
October 5. There will be one other 
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Briefing Call, in early November. This 
event is open to all radio amateurs; if 
interested in more information, contact 
Mike Walters, W8ZY, for ARES-related 
questions or Wayne Robertson, K4WK, 
for Red Cross-related topics.” 

 
CLUB STORE 

 
The club has the following items 

available for purchase at cost. 
1. PL295 Coax connectors, 29 

each. Cost is $1.84 each. 
2. RG8X reducers, 51 each. 

Cost is $0.64 each. 
3. Power Pole connectors, 25 

red/ black pairs. Cost is $1.00 
per pair. 

4. RG8X strain relief boots, 5 
each. Cost is $0.50 each. 

5. RG8X Black Coax, 1 spool 
185 feet, 1 spool 210 foot feet.  
Cost is $0.39 per foot. 

6. BNC Female to SMA Female 
Adapter, 7 each. Cost is $3.50 
each. 

7. Red/Black Power Cable, 45 
feet. Cost is $1.38 per foot. 

8. LMR240 Double Shielded 
Coax, 584 feet. Cost is $0.26 
per foot. 

9. Dacron rope, 3/16” 770 pound 
pull strength. About 800 feet. 
Cost is $0.15 per foot. 

10. RCA Male to BNC Female 
Adapters, 5 each. Cost is 2.00 
each. 

11. BNC Male Crimp 20 each. 
Cost is 2.00 each. 

12. BNC Male to Male Adapter 3 
each. Cost is 3.00 each. 

13. SO-239 to SO-239 4 each. 
Cost is 2.00 each. 

14. TNC Male Crimp 10 each. 
Cost is 2.50 each. 

15. BNC Male to RCA Female 
Adapter 7 each. Cost is 2.00 
each. 

 
If you are interested in purchasing 

any of these items contact the club store 
manager, Curtis (KF6VFP) at (530) 743-
3003, by email at KF6VFP@arrl.net, on 
the air, or at one of the club meetings. 

 
FCC ORDERS AMATEUR ACCESS TO 

3.5 GHZ BAND TO "SUNSET" 
From ARRL Letter for October 8, 

2020 
 

“Despite vigorous and continuing 
opposition from ARRL and others, the 
FCC has ordered the "sunsetting" of the 
3.3 - 3.5 GHz amateur radio secondary 
spectrum allocation. The decision allows 
current amateur activity on the band to 
continue, "grandfathering" the amateur 
operations subject to a later decision. 
The FCC proposed two deadlines for 
amateur operations to cease on the 
band. The first would apply to the 3.4 - 
3.5 GHz segment, the second to 3.3 - 
3.4 GHz. The FCC will establish the 
dates once it reviews additional 
comments. 
"We adopt our proposal from the Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking to remove the 
amateur allocation from the 3.3 - 3.5 
GHz band," the FCC said in its Report 
and Order. "[W]e adopt changes to our 
rules today that provide for the sunset of 
the secondary amateur allocation in the 
band, but allow continued use of the 
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band for amateur operations, pending 
resolution of the issues raised in the 
Further Notice." 
The Report and Order (R&O) and 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
in WT Docket No. 19-348 adopted on 
September 30 followed a 2019 FCC 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 
in which the FCC proposed re-allocating 
3.45 - 3.55 GHz for "flexible-use service" 
and auctioning the desirable "mid-band" 
spectrum (generally defined as between 
1 GHz and 6 GHz) to 5G providers. 
These and other recent spectrum-
repurposing actions stem from the 
MOBILE NOW Act, enacted in 2018, in 
which Congress directed the 
Commission to make additional 
spectrum available to auction for mobile 
and fixed wireless broadband. 
In the run-up to the Commission's 
decision, ARRL met with the FCC's 
professional staff to explain its concerns 
and to answer questions. In subsequent 
meetings with the wireless advisors to 
the FCC Chairman and two 
Commissioners, ARRL reiterated that 
continued secondary status for 
amateurs will not impair or devalue use 
of this spectrum by primary licensees 
intending to provide 5G or other service. 
ARRL noted amateur radio's long history 
of successful coexistence with primary 
users of the 9-centimeter band, sharing 
this spectrum with the federal 
government users and secondary, non-
federal occupants. 
ARRL pointed out that vital links in 
amateur television and amateur radio 
high-speed mesh networks using the 
band have been especially valuable 
during such emergency situations as the 

wildfires currently raging on the west 
coast. Deleting the amateur secondary 
allocation will result in lost opportunities 
for experimentation and public service 
with no countervailing public interest 
benefit, ARRL said. 
The FCC action means that amateur 
radio will lose access to the 3.5 GHz 
secondary allocation even where 
commercial operations do not exist. 
ARRL has argued that amateur 
operations should be permitted until and 
unless an actual potential for 
interference exists. 

Deletion of the 3.3 - 3.5 GHz 
secondary amateur allocation will 
become effective on the effective date of 
the FCC's order, but amateur radio 
operation as of that date may continue 
while the FCC finalizes rules to license 
spectrum in the 3.45 - 3.55 GHz band 
and establishes deadlines for amateur 
operations to cease.” 

 
FOR SALE  

 
Herb (W6HBU) has for sale: 
1. MFJ1704 quad antenna switch 

for $70.00 
2. MFJ 1702 dual antenna switch for 

$40.00 
Contact Curtis (KF6VFP) if you wish 

at KF6VFP@arrl.net to purchase these 
items. 

 
A NanoVNA vector network analyzer 

(including carrying case and stylus) for 
$40.00. Great for checking your 
antennas, feed lines and baluns.  50 Hz 
- 900 MHz capacity, 2.8 inch touch 
screen display.  Purchased this mid-July 
this year, only selling because I 
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upgraded to a larger screen and a wider 
frequency range,  Would be a great 
addition to any go-box.  

Check this Amazon page for more 
details: 
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0
7TLL8DGM/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_
o07_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1 

 

 
NanoVNA vector network analyzer 

 
Contact Chris (KK6VZD) at 

kk6vzd@arrl.net if you wish to purchase 
this analyzer. 

MONDAY NIGHT NET CONTROL 
 

Manna (KA6ETB) has again 
volunteered to coordinate the Monday 
Night Net Control operators. To date she 
has the following: 

 
2020   
Nov Mike N6MRB 
Dec Manna KA6ETB 
2021   
Jan   
Feb Joseph K6JFP 
Mar   
Apr   
May   
Jun   
Jul   
Aug   
Sep   

 

You’ll notice that we have volunteers 
for the remainder of 2020. Volunteers for 
2021 are needed. 

Thanks to all who have volunteered. 
 
Manna (KA6ETB) 
 
NOVEMBER QSO AND OTHER 

CONTESTS 
 

Nov 07 – ARRL November 
Sweepstakes; CW 

Nov 14 – OK/OM DX Contest, CW 
Nov 21 – ARRL November 

Sweepstakes, Phone 
Nov 28 – ARRL EME Contest, CW, 

Phone, Digital 
 
Many others can be found at: 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Contest 
Corral/2020/November 2020 Corral.pdf 

 
VE TEST SESSION 

 
The next VE session is scheduled for 

Sat. Nov 7th at 715 King Ave., Yuba City 
at 9:00 A.M. VE’s are needed to 
administer the exam. The elements for 
Technician, General, and Extra class will 
be offered. 

The exam requires two forms of ID. 
At least one of them must be a picture 
ID. A fee of $15.00 is required.  

A calculator may be used as long as 
it has had all of its memories cleared 
and there are no built in or 
preprogrammed formulas. 

Upgrades to a higher class also 
require two forms of ID. At least one of 
them must be a picture ID. Also, bring 
your license and a photocopy of the 
license. 
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If you take an exam and pass, you 
can take the next higher class exam for 
no additional cost. 

If you do not pass and wish to try 
again an additional fee will be required. 

Good luck to everyone taking exams. 
 

BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Our next board meeting is 3 Nov. It 
will be an in-person (with social 
distancing) and zoom meeting. Zoom 
details to be provided by email later. 
Note: Zoom meetings can be attended 
via computer Zoom application (app), 
mobile phone app, iPad or Android app, 
or dial in (landline or mobile phone). 

 
UPCOMING 2021 ELECTIONS 

 
 
Elections for club officers and board 

members will be held, Tues., 17 Nov. via 
Zoom. Zoom details to be provided later. 
At least 23 members are needed to 
attend this virtual meeting in order to 
have a quorum to conduct business. 

Volunteers are needed for board, 
officer, and committee positions for the 
upcoming year (2021). 

To have a full roster we need 5 
board members, president, vice 
president, secretary and treasurer. 

To date we have the following 
nominees: 

 
President: Daniel Weber (KM6RHC) 
V President: Mike Morris (KK6ISQ) 
Secretary: Linda Maas (KK6SOZ) 
Treasurer: June McJunkin (N6JEY) 
 
Board Member: (5 needed)  
 Joe Visalli (N9BD) 
 Chris McLain (KK6VZD) 
 Brandon Guthrie (KM6JID) 
 Kevin Klatt (KM6WFW) 
 Vacant 
 
Non-elected positions to be filled: 
 Nominating committee: vacant 
 Club Store: Curtis KF6VFP 
 VHN: Curtis KF6VFP, Marsha 

KI6CSN 
 Field Day Committee: vacant 
 Tech Class Instructors: 
  Curtis KF6VFP 
  Joe N9BD 
 Elmers  Vacant 
 Christmas Party Committee: 

Vacant 
 CA QSO Committee: vacant 
 Bike Around the Buttes: 
  Neil Bossard N6CNY 
 3F Century Ride: vacant 
 Veterans Day Parade: 
  Curtis KF6VFP 
 Net Control Manager: Manna 

KA6ETB 
 Club Prizes: Joe N9BD 
 
YSARC needs someone to step 

forward and be the 5th board member. 
Remember, this is your club. It does not 
exist nor run without you. You are the 
spark plugs that make this a great club. 
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Please volunteer and bring your great 
ideas. 

We will also be approving the budget 
for 2021 at this meeting.  

 
2021 Proposed Budget 
 
General Fund $1300 
Club Meeting Prizes $500 
Club Store $250 
Office Supplies $150 
Christmas Drawing $300 
Special Events $500 
 
Total $3000 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

It is getting to be that time of year 
again when we remind everyone to 
renew membership for 2021.  

You can also make a donation to the 
repeater fund at the same time if you are 
so inclined. 

A copy of the club application form 
was included as an attachment to the 
VHN email sent to you. 

 
COMMENTS 

 
✓YSARC’s web page is: ysarc.net.  
Past and current issue’s of the VHN 

are available on this website. 
Click on the upper right-hand icon on 

the homepage to join the club’s 
Facebook page.  

✓Send your ham related articles and 
pictures to share in your VHN. Pictures 
of ham shacks, antenna projects, 
antenna parties, field day, Bike Around 
the Buttes, etc. are appreciated 
KI6CSN@arrl.net or KF6FVP@arrl.net 
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					Yuba-Sutter	Amateur	Radio	Club	
						Board	of	Directors	Meeting	Minutes	September	3,	2020	
						Daniel	Weber	residence,	144	S.	Palora	Ave.,	Yuba	City,	CA	95991	

	
	
Meeting	called	to	order	by	President	Daniel	Weber	KM6RHC	at	19:08	hours.	
	
Officers	and	Board	Members	present	unless	noted:		
	
	
	
	
	
Members	and	Guests	present:	none	
	
Secretary’s	Report:		

• Motion	to	approve	February	20,	2020	board	meeting	minutes	as	written,	Brandon/Bud,	passed.	
• Received	receipt	from	Post	Office	for	paid	annual	box	fee	of	$148.	

	
Treasurer’s	Report:		

• June	provided	the	Financial	Report	for	February	20	through	September	3,	2020.	Motion	to	
approve,	Chris/Brandon,	passed.	

• Process	to	have	the	bank	add	Daniel	and	remove	Chris	as	signers	has	been	put	on	hold	due	to	
Covid-19	bank	strictures.	
	

Old	Business	
• Daniel	will	contact	Joe	regarding	progress	on	updating	website.	
• 3F	Century	Bike	Ride	–	Chris	will	verify	whether	this	event	is	still	on	for	October	10th.	
• Chris	is	posting	upcoming	ARRL	contests	on	the	Facebook	page.	Daniel	welcomes	hams	to	

operate	contests	at	his	house.	
	

New	Business	
• Motion	to	hold	board	meetings	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	each	month,	and	club	meetings	on	third	

Tuesday	of	each	month,	Chris/Brandon,	passed.	
• Discussion	of	how	to	hold	the	annual	meeting	(elections)	in	November	under	current	Covid-19	

restrictions.	June	mentioned	the	need	to	check	bylaws	and	she	offered	to	host	a	Zoom	meeting.		
• We	will	need	to	find	a	director	to	replace	Bud	for	2021.	
• Motion	to	initiate	club	meetings	on	Zoom	until	Covid-19	restrictions	are	lifted,	Brandon/Bud,	

passed.	
	
	
Motion	to	adjourn	at	20:00	hours,	Bud/Brandon,	passed.	
	

President:	Daniel	Weber	KM6RHC		
Vice	President:	Mike	Morris	KK6ISQ	
Secretary:	Linda	Maas	KK6SOZ		
Treasurer:	June	McJunkin	N6JEY		

Director:	Joe	Visalli	N9BD	–	absent	
Director:	Chris	McLain	KK6VZD	
Director:	Bud	Myers	KK1BUD	
Director:	Brandon	Guthrie	KM6JID	
Director:	Kevin	Klatt	KM6WFW	-	absent 
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*************************************************************************************	
Action	taken	since	the	last	meeting,	which	was	on	February	20:	
	
On	March	31	the	secretary	emailed	the	Board	seeking	email	approval	for	a	new	member	due	to	
cancellation	of	club	and	board	meetings	due	to	Covid-19	pandemic.	Motion	to	accept	new	member	
Grant	Mitchell	KN6IJB,	Chris/Kevin,	passed	by	all	5	directors	on	April	2.	[Note:	voting	by	email	requires	
approval	by	all	5	directors,	per	Article	IV,	Section	9	of	our	by-laws.]	
	
On	May	20	the	secretary	emailed	the	Board	seeking	email	approval	for	another	new	member.	Motion	to	
accept	new	member	David	Ahart	KN6IWU,	Chris/Brandon.	Aye	votes	by	Chris,	Brandon,	Kevin,	and	
Bud	on	May	20.	Aye	vote	by	Joe	on	May	21.	Passed	by	all	5	directors.	
	
On	July	22	Chris	made	an	email	motion	to	accept	2	new	members:	Mike	Lawson	KN6JNS	and	Virginia	
“Ginger”	Gerrard,	KN6JZW,	Brandon	seconded	the	motion	on	July	23.	Directors	Brandon,	Joe,	and	Bud	
approved	on	July	23,	Kevin	approved	on	July	24.	Motion	passed	by	all	5	directors.	
	
	
	
Respectfully	submitted	by	Linda	Maas	KK6SOZ,	YSARC	Secretary	
	

 


